HIV-associated neurocognitive disorders: a historical review.
The central nervous system represents a major target of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and the neurocognitive impairments associated with the disease represent a major cause of disability. The HIV-associated neurocognitive disorders are presented from a historical point of view. The evolution of our knowledge and understanding of these primary complications of HIV infection is reviewed, starting with nomenclature and clinical staging and continuing with therapeutic options. Although considerable progress has been made in the research of HIV-associated neurocognitive disorders, they continue to represent a clinical challenge for neurologists. Because the evolution and the clinical manifestations of HIV infection have changed with the introduction of antiretroviral therapy and the life expectancy has increased, the problems in these patients are complex and need neurologists with a thorough knowledge in HIV infection.